
I Can Read Songs:
A Joyous Early Literacy 

Intervention



Opportunity to Learn Literacy

Language

Looking at Print



Looking at Print



Cna yuo raed tihs?

I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod
aulacity uesdnatnrd waht I was 
rdanieg. The phaomneal pweor of 
the hmuan mnid. Aoccdrnig to a 
rscheearchr at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy…



What helps you Look at Print?

I cdnuolt blveiee
taht I cluod aulacity
uesdnatnrd waht I 
was rdanieg. The
phaomneal pweor
of the hmuan mnid. 
Aoccdrnig to a
rscheearchr at 
Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy…

• The message is in 
English 

• Structure words help 
• Alphabetic characters 

are familiar
• Spaces help
• Beginning sounds are 

consistent
• Left to right is firmly 

established
• Top to bottom is 

established



Complexity of Letters

b

Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas, Word 
Matters

• Has shape

• Orientation changes the 
letter

• Connected to a sound

• Has a name

• Connected to other 
letters in a word

• Large or small 

• Different fonts



Complexity of Words

Greg

Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. 
Fountas, Word Matters

• A sequence of letters.

• Left to right progression.

• We connect sounds to 
words.

• Words have meaning.

• Write them the same each 
time

• White spaces define words

• Words make a message.



Directionality:  Complex Movements to be Learned
Marie Clay, Literacy lessons designed for individuals: Part 2

• Attend to left page then right
• Move from the top of the 

page down
• Move left to right across a 

line of print
• Return sweep to next line
• Use the spaces to control 

attention to words
• Attend left to right across a 

word
• Know how and where to find 

the first and last letter
• Scan every letter rapidly in 

sequence without lapse



Vygotsky and Scaffolding

• Instruction fosters development 

• Zone of proximal development

• Scaffold learning 

Adam Winsler & Laura E. Berk,  Scaffolding Children's Learning: 
Vygotsky and Early Childhood Education



Learning Connection  

• Music = positive feelings and lower anxiety = 
release of endorphins = enhanced learning

• Emotions + information = enhanced memory 

• Exercise = a quick rise and fall of adrenaline = 
heightened perception.  

Pam Schiller, Smart Start



CD and DVD
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www.icanreadsongs.org











go



How can you go?  









The Power of Reciprocity



Writing with Verbal Cues
Large muscle movements

Discriminating parts of letters



Visual Discrimination
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Writing in the Air with Verbal Cues

• Teacher modeling 
movement

• Verbal description of 
movement

• Large muscle 
movement



Writing on the Rug



Modeling and Practice with Song
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Spell and Hop “t”- “h”- “e” “the”

Practice

• where to start

• left right within word
• letter name

• letter and word 
relationship





Emerging to Automatic

• Where to start

• Which way to go

• Matching 1 to 1 across 
line of print

• School language -
rhyming, sentence 
structure



Using Known Words to 
Propel Independent Writing



Scaffolding Composition



Write known in sentences.



Effects for Special Education 
Student







After Two Months of Instruction 
Using Big Words and Songs



Family Involvement Project



Research Study 
Grant Wood Elementary School, 

Iowa City, IA
Participants: 4 kindergarten 

classrooms

Pretest in fall on reading 13 Big 
Words

Posttest in spring on reading 13 
Big Word

Posttest in spring on writing 13 
Big Words without a copy.

45%

32%

14%

8% 0.60%
Caucasian

African
Americn
Hispanic

Asian

Native
American



Kindergarten Test 
Reading Words

Name___________________________  Pretest_________
Posttest________
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Reading 13 Words
Fall Pretest before K Intervention



Reading 13 Words
Spring Posttest after K Intervention



Writing 13 Words 
Spring Posttest after K Intervention







Observation Survey 
Stanines 1,2,3 
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see



Teach the word. 



Read simple text with known words 
on Sing Along Charts



Read known in First Books



Write with Verbal Cues



Write known in sentences.




