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The Early Intervention and Preschool Conference is coming!  The dates are 
set, the location is confirmed, and the sessions are under construction.  We are 
excited to offer another inclusive program for professionals at all levels and 
families who want to grow in their knowledge and skill on behalf  of children 
with disabilities, age birth to five years. 

This year’s content has been selected from needs surveys, suggestions from pre-
vious conferences, and national/state priorities, all in an effort to raise aware-
ness, increase skill, and motivate us all towards excellence!

LOCATION and HOTEL:
Renaissance Montgomery Hotel and Spa 
at the Convention Center
201 Tallapoosa Street, Montgomery, AL 36104
334.481.5001

From south Alabama: Take I-65 North to Exit 172 for HERRON STREET. 
Take a slight left at North Holt Street followed by a slight right at Bell Street. 
Continue to Tallapoosa Street. Hotel is located at 201 Tallapoosa Street.

From north Alabama: Take I-65 South to Exit 172 for CLAY STREET toward 
downtown. Take a left on Herron St. The road will become Bibb Street as you 
enter downtown. Take a left on Molton Street and a right on Tallapoosa. Hotel 
is at 201 Tallapoosa Street.

Website: http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mgmbr-renaissance-mont-
gomery-hotel-and-spa-at-the-convention-center/

Room rate is $109 plus tax per night for single-double room (good through •	
October 18, 2010).

Reservations with the hotel should be made separately from conference •	
registration. 

You must identify yourself  with the UCP Early Intervention & Preschool •	
Conference. 

All reservations must be accompanied by a first night room deposit or •	
guaranteed with a major credit card.

Individuals requesting handicapped accessible rooms must do so when •	
making reservations.

Parking is available in the on-site deck for $3/hour or $10/day. Valet parking •	
is available at $17/day.  There is no bus parking available

The 26th Annual Early Intervention-Preschool Conference

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:
Wednesday, November 17
Allison Wetherbee

My childhood was spent in South Alabama. I was born in Sel-
ma and raised in Camden. I had a great childhood full of love, 
laughter and fun times; however I also experienced the pain 
and confusion of being born with no arms or legs. Early on, my 
parents made the resilient decision to raise me as “normally” as 
possible. I wasn’t treated any differently than my sisters, Dana 

and Megan, or my peers. I learned to write by placing a pencil in my mouth, and 
still write (and type) that way.  After high school, I began college at Auburn Uni-
versity Montgomery. I moved out of my home at age 18 and since that time I have 
been living away from my parents or family members with the assistance of live-in 
Personal Care Attendants. I began college in the fall of 1989 and graduated in the 
spring of 1996 with a Masters Degree in Mental Health Counseling.  In the fall 
of 1996 I began working as a therapist in Russellville, Alabama at the Riverbend 
Center for Mental Health.  In the winter of 2005, I began writing stories about my 
childhood and my faith, which I would eventually turn into a book.   On December 
22, 2007 I moved into a home at Camp ASCCA and began my current position as 
Public Relations Director. In January 2009 my book, I Was Born This Way, was a 
self-published release.  These are the facts of my life. All that happened in between 
them is the really cool part!

Thursday, November 18
Shannon Reese

Shannon Reese, M.A., NCC, is the Deaf Services Coordinator 
for the state with the Alabama Department of Mental Health. 
She previously worked as a Regional Coordinator for the 
Deaf in the Birmingham area. She has worked as a resource 
trainer for the Center for Abuse Prevention and Education 
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and has provided training 

to schools/programs serving children who are deaf and hard of hearing.  She has 
been the assistant director for the Gallaudet University Regional Center in Mas-
sachusetts where she developed workshops and conferences relating to the area of 
deafness. She has had a multitude of experiences working with clients who are deaf 
and hard of hearing in the mental health setting. She currently holds certification 
as a National Certified Counselor and is a SLPI evaluator. Shannon received her 
B.A. in psychology from the University of Georgia and her M.A. in Mental Health 
Counseling from Gallaudet University. In Alabama, she has served as President of 
the Council of Organizations serving Deaf Alabamians, President of Gallaudet 
University Alumni Association of Alabama, Publicity Director for Alabama Asso-
ciation of the Deaf, and was on the committee for revising the RID’s Mental Health 
Standard Practice Paper.
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Preschool Conference
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

Interpreter and/or materials in alternate format should be required: Requests should ■■

be made no later than 10/15/2010 by contacting Jeri Jackson @ 205-823-9226 or e-mail 
JBH50@aol.com.

Certificates of attendance with documented contact hours will be provided for all con-■■

ference participants at the end of each conference day.  Applications for continuing 
education will be submitted to the following organizations:  Alabama Board of Exam-
iners for Speech-Language (ABESPA), American Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-
tion (ASHA), Alabama Board of Occupational Therapy, Alabama Board of Physical 
Therapy, and Auburn University at Montgomery for nursing, social work and general 
categories.  (NOTE: AUM will require a $15 processing fee to be paid after the confer-
ence has ended.)

Exhibit space is available at a rate of $400 per booth for commercial vendors and $125 ■■

per booth for nonprofit agencies.  Space is limited and will be approved on a first request 
basis.  Proceeds will sponsor parent attendance.  Contact Alison Isbell at 256-381-4310, 
Fax: 256-381-4378, alison@ucpshoals.org.

Visit our website at www.ucpconference.org for updates about exhibits, parent stipends ■■

and sessions.

PRE-REGISTRATION
Pre-Registration will be accepted through October 22, 2010

Please Print Legibly

First Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Last Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________________

Discipline: _ _____________________________________________________________________
	 (e.g., Early Childhood Special Educator, Physical Therapist, Social Worker) 

Are you a family member of a child with a disability?	 _________ Yes     _________ No

Organization Employed by:  ________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip code: ______________________________________________________________

Area Code & Telephone: ( ______________)  __________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Please be sure to fill out the front and back of this form to complete conference registration

… Schedule continued on page 7

Wednesday 
November 17, 2010
8:45 General  Session 

Keynote address•	 , Allison Wetherbee, Camp 
ASCCA

10:30 -12:00 Concurrent Sessions 
The Hanen Centre Approach: Involving Fami-•	
lies In Language Intervention (Part 1), Hanen 
Centre Trainer, Columbus, GA

Extreme Behaviors in Autism•	 , Dr. Laura Klinger 
and Dr. Angie Barber, University of Alabama

How to Have the Confidence to Get What You •	
Need, Dr. Ashley Evans, University of Ala-
bama

Inclusion Strategies -Part I•	 , Jennie Couture, 
Bright from the Start, Georgia Department of 
Early Care and Learning 

The Golden Thread: Accomplishing and Mea-•	
suring Functional Outcomes, June Romero, 
Shelby ARC and Nancy Parker, MSW, Ala-
bama’s Early Intervention System 

Fun Technology for Children with Special •	
Needs, Lynn Roebuck, MS, CCC-SLP and 
Michael Smith, OT, United Cerebral Palsy of 
Greater Birmingham

1:45 -3:15 Concurrent Sessions
The Hanen Centre Approach: Involving Fami-•	
lies In Language Intervention (Part 2), Hanen 
Centre Trainer, Columbus, GA

SUPER-visor without the Red Cape: Manag-•	
ing Marginal Employee Performance, Sharleen 
Smith, Auburn University Montgomery 

Inclusion Strategies -Part 2•	 , Jennie Couture, 
Bright from the Start, Georgia Department of 
Early Care and Learning

The Golden Thread in Communication -Part 1•	 , 
United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Birmingham 

The Golden Thread in Movement and Mobil-•	
ity, Sheree York, MS, PT, PCS, Children’s 
Health System of Alabama and Dr. Elisa Ken-
nedy, University of South Alabama

The 26th Annual Early Intervention-Preschool Conference

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE and SESSIONS:
Behavior Management Strategies for Fami-•	
lies, Jeana Winter, Alabama Parent Education 
Center

3:45-5:00 Concurrent Sessions  
Round Table for Service Coordinators: Practi-•	
cal ideas for Effective Service Coordination 

Employing Superman and Other Great He-•	
roes: Hiring and Mentoring the Best, Sharleen 
Smith, Auburn University Montgomery 

Round Table for Families: Available Services •	
and Resources

The Golden Thread in Communication -Part 2•	 , 
United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Birmingham

Give me a Break: Strengthening Families us-•	
ing Respite Services, Linda Lamberth and Java 
Bennett, Alabama Lifespan Respite Resource 
Network, United Cerebral Palsy of Huntsville/ 
Tennessee Valley  

Community Based Programming for Children •	
3-5, Alabama Department of Education/Pre-
school Special Education Services 

Thursday 
November 18, 2010
8:30 General  Session

Keynote Address•	 , Shannon Reese, MA, NCC, 
Alabama Department of Mental Health

10:30-12:00 Concurrent Sessions
Early Autism: Building On Strengths•	 , Dr. 
Caroline Gomez, Alabama State Autism Co-
ordinator

Functional Activities to Take to Families, ARC •	
of Walker County 

Parents Sharing Personal Journeys•	

The Golden Thread In Oral Motor, Feeding, •	
and Swallowing -Part 1, Cammie Woodruff, 
OTR/L and Bryony Lane, MS, OTR/L, Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Alabama
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PAYMENT SUMMARY
❏  Professional Registration Fee................. $110

❏  Parent/Student Registration Fee............ $50

	 Parent = Parent of a child with a disability below the age of 12 whose 
registration is not covered by an agency or employer.  

	 Student = Individual who is a student in a related field whose 
registration is not covered by an agency/employer.

NOTE:  Registration on-site at the conference will be $135 for professionals 
and $75 for parents/students

PAYMENT OPTIONS
❏	 Check or money order enclosed:    # _______________________________ 

made payable to:  United Cerebral Palsy of Alabama

❏	 Charge my credit card:

	 __ VISA 	 __ MasterCard 	 __ Discover 	 __ American Express

	 Card number:    __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __

	 Expiration Date:   __ __ / __ __

	 Cardholder’s Name as it appears on the card:

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 Cardholder’s Signature:

	 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail Registration Form and Payment to:
UCP of Alabama

P.O. Box 694
Anniston, AL 36202

ATTN: Shannon LaBudde

Registration forms may also be found at www.ucpconference.org.  Res-■■

ervations for the HOTEL should be made separately from conference 
registration.

Contact Shannon LaBudde at Shannon@ecaucp.org (256-237-8203) for ■■

information about registration.

Check, money order, or cash must accompany all registration forms. ■■

REFUND POLICY:  Full refunds will be made if  requests are received ■■

before October 22, 2010.  Refunds requested between October 22, 2010 
and November 17, 2010 will be charged a $15 administrative fee.  No 
refunds will be made once the conference begins.  Requests for refunds 
must be made in writing to UCP of Alabama, P.O. Box 694, Anniston, 
Alabama 36202.
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Note: Session topics and/or speakers may change prior to November.

www.ucpconference.org

Special Education: A Right, Not A Favor,•	  
Christy Johnson, Alabama Disabilities Advo-
cacy Program

Early Literacy: Building A Strong Founda-•	
tion, Dr. Denise Gibbs, Alabama Scottish Rite 
Foundation 

1:30-3:00 Concurrent Sessions
I Can Read Songs: A Joyous Literacy Interven-•	
tion for Young Children, Ladonna Wicklund, I 
Can Read, Inc., Coralville, Iowa

Creating an Instructional Preschool Program•	 , 
Muscle Shoals Preschool Program

Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) Social-•	
Emotional Screener -Part 1, Theresa Pinto, 
Alabama Department of Mental Health

The Golden Thread in Oral Motor, Feeding, •	
and Swallowing - Part 2, Cammie Woodruff, 
OTR/L and Bryony Lane, MS, OTR/L, Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Alabama

Santa’s Workshop: Make and Take for Legis-•	
lative Advocacy, Betsy Prince, MA, Coordina-
tor, Alabama’s Early Intervention System 

Providing Services to the Hispanic Population•	 , 
Marlene Mayo, SI and Interpreter and Andrew 
Stevens, OT, United Cerebral Palsy of Greater 
Birmingham

3:30-5:00 Concurrent Sessions
Round Table for Administrators: Strong Ad-•	
ministrators = Strong Staff  

Recognizing and Addressing Mental Health •	
Issues in the Early Intervention Setting, An-
gela Washington, MA, LPC, ARC of Walker 
County

Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) Social-•	
Emotional Screener -Part 2, Theresa Pinto, 
Alabama Department of Mental Health

Golden Thread In Sensory Integration•	 , Amy 
Elmore, OTR/L, SIPT, Children’s Hospital of 
Alabama

Family Forum•	 , Betsy Prince, MA, Coordina-
tor, Alabama’s Early Intervention System and 
Cathy Jones, MS, Alabama Department of Ed-
ucation/Preschool Special Education Services

Overview of Disability Characteristics and •	
Implications, Dr. David Finn, Samford Uni-
versity

Friday 
November 19, 2010
8:30-10:00 Concurrent Sessions

Interdisciplinary Round Tables•	 , Tamara Har-
rison, SLP; Andrew Stevens, OT, United Ce-
rebral Palsy of Greater Birmingham; Sheree 
York, MS, PT, PCS, Children’s Health System 
of Alabama and Dr. Elisa Kennedy, University 
of South Alabama

Building a Relationship with Families (TBD)•	

Creative Play for Little Hands On a Budget•	 , 
Debbie Sanchez, MA and Carolyn Lee, Com-
munity Service Programs of West Alabama

Potty Training for Children with Challenges•	 , 
Christy Moran, OTR, Children’s Hospital of 
Alabama

AEIS Message Training -Part 1•	

10:30-12:00 Concurrent Sessions
How Families Can Get More Involved•	 , Susan 
Colburn, Children’s Rehabilitation Service 

Social Language/ Pragmatics•	 , Carolyn Fort, 
MS, CCC-SLP, Charity League Hearing and 
Speech Center

Golden Thread in Vision, Perception and Fine •	
Motor (TBD)

AEIS Message Training -Part 2•	

Taking the Initiative in Planning for Your •	
Child’s Future, Dr. Chad Nesmith

Come Join The Fun 
And Embark On Your 
Incredible Journey!

The 26th Annual Early Intervention-Preschool Conference


